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We want children to:  

• Equip children with a strong command of the spoken and written word. 

• Acquire a wide vocabulary.  

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

• Use discussion to learn. 

• Elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

• Be competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
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Oracy is at the heart of our curriculum and the development of every child’s vocabulary 
plays a crucial role.  

• Talk for Writing promote a strong oral programme of internalising texts and poetry. 

• Our maths teaching has a strong focus on STEM sentences and explanation of 
thinking.  

• Alongside this, explicit teaching and use of vocabulary is at the heart of our 
curriculum.  

• Our curriculum enables the development of spoken language. Deliberate planning of 
vocabulary throughout each subject means that children widen their spoken 
language skills. Children revise and revisit prior learning in order to secure their 
understanding of key concepts and subject specific vocabulary.  

• Through a focus on Talk for Writing children develop a capacity to explain their 
understanding of a text and to prepare their ideas before they write.  

• Boxing up, planning, rehearsing ideas, shared planning and recording enable children 
to build on secure foundations in English.  

• In mathematics, the use of STEM sentences enables children to rehearse and explain 
their thinking. Children are able to articulate thinking, to share learning and explain 
reasons for approaches to learning. In this way misconceptions are also addressed.  

• Through debate and discussion across the curriculum, children develop skills in 
speaking and listening.  

• Talk for Writing promotes drama, understanding of language and playing roles.  

• During their time at St Edward’s all children have the opportunity to improvise, 
devise, rehearse, refine, share and respond to drama and theatre performances.  

• Enrichment of learning through art, music, visits and visitors is carefully planned for 
each theme of learning and as a result of this children have a wide range of settings 
and reasons to develop their speaking and listening skills. 
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• Can effectively and confidently communicate across the curriculum. 

• Can express themselves and their thinking. 

• Can listen with care to others in order to understand or question. 

 


